Westar Energy to reflect federal tax cut in utility rates.
Updated rates will include $65 million, or more, in tax benefits for Kansas customers.

Topeka, Kan., Jan. 18, 2018 – Today Westar Energy announced it will file a request
before the Kansas Corporation Commission (KCC) to reflect in its electricity rates the full
amount of tax savings from the change in the federal tax law. Westar said that a detailed
application is being prepared and will be filed later this month or early February. The Tax Cuts
and Jobs Act, which decreased the corporate tax rate from 35 percent to 21 percent, was signed
into law on Dec. 22, 2017, and became effective Jan. 1, 2018.
“We agree with the KCC Staff and others that all these tax benefits should go to our
customers,” said Mark Ruelle, President and CEO of Westar. “This application to update rates
starts that process.”
All utility rate changes must be approved by the KCC. That process typically takes a few
months to review and confirm. While the company estimated the tax benefit to be $65 million
annually, or more, the KCC Staff and other parties will confirm the precise figures before the
KCC. In addition to passing through the benefit of lower tax rates, regulators will review and
update all other costs to provide electricity.
- 30 As Kansas’ largest electric utility, Westar Energy, Inc. (NYSE:WR) provides customers the safe, reliable electricity
needed to power their businesses and homes. We have 7,800 MW of electric generation capacity that includes renewables and
traditional power sources with half the electricity supplied to our more than 700,000 customers from emissions free sources:
nuclear, wind and solar, with a third coming from renewables. We are a leader in electric transmission in Kansas coordinating a
network of lines and substations that supports one of the largest consolidations of wind energy in the nation. Our employees live,
volunteer and work in the communities we serve.
For more information about Westar Energy, visit us on the Internet at http://www.WestarEnergy.com. Westar Energy
is on Facebook: www.Facebook.com/westarenergy and Twitter: www.Twitter.com/WestarEnergy.
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