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**PHOTO OPPORTUNITY** 

WESTAR ENERGY’S GREEN TEAM HELPS SET UP 
FOR SYMPHONY IN THE FLINT HILLS 

Media invited to photograph activity on June 10, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 
 

TOPEKA, Kan., June 7, 2010 — More than 50 Westar Energy Green Team volunteers 

will help set up on June 9, 10 and 11 for the fifth annual Symphony in the Flint Hills scheduled 

for 6:45 p.m., Saturday, June 12 at the South Clements Pasture southwest of Cottonwood Falls.  

Symphony in the Flint Hills invites the audience to enjoy the music of the Kansas City 

Symphony while heightening awareness of and appreciation for the beauty of the tallgrass prairie 

in the Kansas Flint Hills. About 7,000 usually attend the annual concert, and tickets typically sell 

out within minutes of going on sale. 

Westar Energy is one of the 2010 symphony sponsors. This is the fifth consecutive year 

the Green Team has helped with symphony setup.  Green Team volunteers are the only workers 

involved in setup. Symphony volunteers handle the take-down. 

Mike Nolan, Green Team coordinator, said the Green Team is involved because it shows 

Westar’s commitment to preserve the prairie. “The Flint Hills are an environmental jewel, and 

the Symphony in the Flint Hills is an excellent means of showing people from the city, who 

come out in large numbers, the beauty of the prairie. At this time of year, the wildflowers are in 

full bloom, and it’s an awesome sight,” said Nolan. 

Requiring three days of eight-hours-a-day work by these dedicated volunteers, preparing 

for the symphony involves placing 2,000 hay bales for tent seating; installing several hundred  
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t-posts to which to attach a snow fence; assembling programs and decorations in an office in 

Strong City; installing pylons to which decorative ribbons will be tied; placing tables and chairs 

in tents and stapling tablecloths to tables; power-washing 800 plastic chairs; laying out a parking 

area in 60-ft. increments, which will involve mowing strips of grass for designated parking 

spaces; gathering eight barbed-wire fence balls for decoration; collecting and bringing to the area 

donated trailers to transport concert-goers to the site from the park ’n ride tent; clearing brush 

along the parking area’s fence line; hauling and placing trash and recycling containers; installing 

brackets for LED lantern poles lighting the pathway to the tent area; and assembling a 60 x 60-ft. 

dance floor from pieces. 

 “This is one of our largest work projects each year, requiring more than 500 total 

volunteer hours,” said Nolan. “It’s very rewarding to complete all the behind-the-scenes work 

for this event to be successful each year. We’ve never invited the media to cover the advance 

preparation before, and we’re pleased to offer them this rare opportunity to give Kansas 

audiences a sneak peek at what it takes to get ready for one of the most unique and memorable 

concerts in Kansas.” 

If media is unable to attend June 10 setup, Westar Energy can provide B-roll of setup 

activities. Contact Alice Landers, 785.575.8113 (work) or 785.224.4088 (cell), or 

alice.landers@westarenergy.com, to request a DVD. Photographs also can be sent. 

To reach South Clements Pasture, go seven miles south of Cottonwood Falls on National 

Scenic Byway Kansas Highway 177, turn west at the historic Bazaar School House. Continue 

west on county road eight miles to concert site. 

The Westar Energy Green Team is a group of employee and retiree volunteers that takes 

on environmental projects across Kansas. Since 1989, the team has planted tens of thousands of 

trees in towns, built wetlands, restored prairie by planting native grasses and forbs, removed 
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invasive trees, partnered on environmental education publications and built trails, bridges, boat 

ramps, and look-outs to enhance access and educational opportunities. Completing 50 to 70 

projects per year, the Green Team collaborates with conservation groups, agencies and schools 

and is always looking for new opportunities to enhance the Kansas environment and foster 

understanding of it. 

-30- 

Westar Energy, Inc. (NYSE: WR) is the largest electric utility in Kansas, providing electric service to about 684,000 
customers in the state. Westar Energy has about 7,100 megawatts of electric generation capacity and operates and coordinates 
more than 35,000 miles of electric distribution and transmission lines.   
 

For more information about Westar Energy, visit us on the Internet at http://www.WestarEnergy.com 
________________________________________________________________________________ 

For more information on the symphony, visit http://www.symphonyintheflinthills.org/ 

 
 








